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Global Partnerships
Special Offering
By Duane Krohnke, Chair,
Global Partnerships Ministry Team

On May 17 Westminster will col-
lect the Global Partnerships

Special Offering.
This will help support our part-

nerships with sister Presbyterian con-
gregations in Brazil, Cameroon, and
Cuba and with the Synod of the
Cuban church, an HIV/AIDS non-
profit group in Cameroon and an
ecumenical seminary in Brazil. The
offering also helps support the medi-
cal mission established by members
Dr. John and Anne Murray which
assists the Maasai people of Kenya.

One of the main uses of the funds
from the Special Offering is to pro-
vide financial assistance to WPC
members who go on our visits to our
global partners. We urge everyone to
consider going on these spiritually
enriching adventures regardless of
their financial circumstances.

Eastertide brings the story of Thomas, often dubbed
doubting Thomas. His utterance of “show me…And

then I will believe” is his claim to notoriety. Show me,
then I will believe…As post-resurrection people of faith,
we too utter Thomas’ plea, yet live more often in uncer-
tainty rather than the certain belief. We treasure the
Christ’s words, “Blessed are those that believe and have
not seen.” Ironically, belief, to be vital and life-giving
needs creative attention.

At a workshop I recently attended on Emotional
Intelligence in Couples’ Therapy, Dr. Brent Atkinson
talked about assumed belief and its impact on our rela-
tionships with others. Often what we believe to be true
about others will determine how we choose to act. For
example, if I believe my partner is deliberately late just to
irritate me, I may choose to respond with contempt or
anger, feeling disrespected and mistreated. Or, if I believe
my neighbor is nosy or too curious about me, I may
choose to respond in fear or paranoia, protecting myself
from her. Both of beliefs may be true, but maybe there are
other explanations.

Our belief structure is not an easy process to change,
yet if we are open to other possibilities, our optional

responses can multiply ten-fold.
My spouse may be late because he
was speeding and got pulled over.
He may be late because he got a
flat tire on the way home or he got
a phone call from a dear friend that
caused him to stop and talk safely
from the side of the road. If I
choose to believe something differ-
ent than his disrespect for me, my greeting to him when
he walks in the door might change from “why do you
treat me this way?” to “how was your day?” Dinner
might taste better as well! My neighbor may not be nosy,
but rather lonely, missing human contact. She may not be
curious but rather gregarious and an expert conversation-
alist who loves to talk. If  I choose to believe something
different about her, the wooden fence between our houses
may fall apart rather than be replaced with thicker bricks.

Unexamined beliefs can build blinders or binders that
keep up from seeing the truth. Beliefs, open to explo-
ration and creativity, may bring deeper conviction, closer
connections and clearer sight. Thank God for Thomas,
doubting Thomas.

Mary Keen
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The Town Hall Forum concludes its spring series with interfaith scholar and
activist Eboo Patel. As always, forums are held on select Thursdays from Noon to

1:00pm. Music precedes the forum at 11:30am, and a public reception and small group
discussion follow from 1:00-2:00pm. All events are free and open to the public.

Thursday, May 7
Eboo Patel
The Struggle for the Soul of a Generation
Eboo Patel is founder and Executive Director of the Interfaith
Youth Core, a Chicago-based nonprofit committed to build-
ing mutual respect and understanding among religiously
diverse young people. He holds a doctorate in the sociology
of religion from Oxford University. He serves on the

Religious Advisory Committee of the Council on Foreign Relations, the
National Committee of the Aga Khan Foundation USA, and the National
Board of the YMCA. Patel has been chosen by Harvard’s Kennedy School
Review as one of five future policy leaders to watch.

Westminster Town Hall Forum
By Sandy Wolfe Wood, Town Hall Forum Board

A special meeting of the congregation of Westminster Presbyterian Church
has been called by the Session. The meeting will be held Sunday, May 17,
2009 at 11:30 a.m., immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service in
the sanctuary of the church on the corner of Twelfth Street and Nicollet Mall,
Minneapolis, Minnesota. The purpose of the meeting is to act on the request
by the Rev. Byron Thompson to dissolve his relationship with Westminster
as Associate Pastor, as he is retiring, effective July 16, 2009.

Signed, Vincent A. Thomas, Clerk of Session


